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Gil_les. &
Boissier

The Parisian duo celebrated for their
modern twist on classical French style

Wheo are they? Established in 2004, Gilles &
Boissier is synonymous with Parisian chie. Its
founders Patrick Gilles and Dorothée Boissier
are renowned for their fresh, contemporary
interpretations of traditional French codes. Both
were raised in artistic families, and both studied
interior architecture — Gilles at Ecole Camondo,
Boissier at Penninghen. They met while working
in the studio of Christian Liaigre, another bastion
of French design. ‘Our philosophy is based on
the legacy of this country’s craftsmanship,” says
Boissier. “We like playing with a balance between
tradition and modernity to create spaces rooted
in cultural and architectural authenticity.
and strive to capture the French art of living by
designing places that combine elegance and
adaptability. Gilles, whose great uncle was the
sculptor Joseph Monin, says the pair are often
inspired by contemporary art, incorporating
artistic elements into their interiors. “We are
also deeply influenced by 18th-century French
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décor, for its refinement and perfect, classical
proportions,” he adds. As well as working on
interiors, the studio also produces its own range
of furniture and accessories, reinterpreting
everyday objects using high-quality materials
and ‘ancestral skills’.

What are their recent projects? The pair
have restored Maison Courvoisier, the historic
headgquarters of the revered cognac house on
the banks of the Charente River in Jarnac. The
building, which dates back to 1857, has been
reimagined in warm tones and rich woods. “We
enjoy collaborating with artists to commission
unigue works,” says Boissier. ‘For many years,
we have worked with Frangois Houtin, whose
hand-painted frescoes harmoniously interact
with architecture. We enlisted him to create two
monumental frescoes in the tasting room. They
depict the banks of the Charente, immersing
visitorsinthe atmosphere of the region.” In Milan,
they have created a private apartment in serene
green and greige shades for a client who adores
Parisian classicism. “We transformed a former
office into a an elevated space, using polished »
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Clockwise from left Marble is not enly used to create
the monumental island in this Milanese kitchen, but also to
frame the flooring; hand-painted frescoes by Francois
Houtin in Maison Courvoisier; yet more abundance of
marble in the bathroom of a boutique hetel in Dijon, France
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Ceppo di Gré marble in homage to the iconic
stones of Milan, says Gilles.

What are they currently working on? Gilles
& Boissier is designing numerous boutiques
around the world for fashion brand Moneler,
including a New York flagship on Fifth Avenue,
its largest ever opening. ‘In these stores, we have
reinvented the classic codes of mouldings by
carving them in unexpected materials such as
travertine and lava stone, thus transforming
traditional elements with a novel expression,’
says Boissier. "We enjoy playing with contrasts,
such as rough stone and heavily brushed wood,
orlacquered surfaces and soft textiles.” The studio
is also working on several hotels: among them
are a Dorchester Collection landmark in Dubai,
a Mandarin Oriental in Rome and an Oetker
Collection venue in Saint-Tropez.

They say: “We do notmerely arrange spaces: each
project is atrue architectural composition, where
the placement of a door, an arch or a moulding
is carefully considered.’ gillesetboissier.com @
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Clockwise from top
Elevated |uxury for Hong
Kong's Cristal Room

by Anne-Sophie Pic
restaurant; a modern
four-poster in Provence;
‘Circe’ chairs by Gilles &
Boissier surround o marble
dining table in the home
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